East Asian Studies 117-364B

MASS CULTURE AND POSTWAR JAPAN


MASS CULTURE AND POSTWAR JAPAN
Winter 1995; Tuesday/Thursday 4:00-5:30; Peterson Hall 60

Instructor: Thomas LAMARRE


Office: 3434 McTavish #405.


Office Hours: Wednesday 2:00-4:00, or by appointment (398-8164).

Objectives:  


1) To introduce students to range of popular writing in postwar Japan, largely short stories (business fiction, science fiction, detective fiction) and some manga (comics).


2) To present some of the major modes analysis of popular or mass culture (how are we to relate production and distribution to reception, and vice versa?).


3)  To address some of the political and economic issues related to mass culture.

Methodology:


Our approach will primarily involve a combination of "mass culture anthropology" and "narrative analysis."  To this end, for each session, short fictions are grouped with an article that deals with some cultural issue.  Some of these articles are difficult to read (but usually blessedly short).  In class we will try to discuss the main issues through a reading of the stories (which are quite accessible).  Therefore students are expected to read all the materials thoroughly before class and to come prepared to discuss them.  

Evaluation:


20%
Participation


30%
Midterm


40%
Final Paper


10%
Project (If it turns out that students are not reading the assignments, I will assign presentations 

on the readings.  Otherwise your project is to get your paper in on time.)

Jan. 5
Introduction

Authenticity, Commodities, and the Too-Real
Jan. 10
—Walter Benjamin, "The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction," in Illuminations.


—Rumiko Takahashi, "Maris the Chojo," in Rumic World.


—Kaikô Takeshi, "Giants and Toys," in Made in Japan.

Jan. 12
—Jean Baudrillard, "Simulacra and Simulations," in Selected Writings.

—Abe Kôbô, "The Magic Chalk," in Showa Anthology.


—Matsumoto Seichô, "The Face," in The Voice and Other Stories.

Jan. 17
—Samuel R. Delany, "An Interview with Samuel R. Delany," Diacritics (Fall 1989).


—Tezuka Osamu, "Phoenix," in Manga, Manga.


—Yano Tetsu, "The Legend of the Paper Spaceship," in The Best Japanese Science Fiction.


—Kudo Kazuya and Ikega Ryoichi, "Togakushi: The Sacred Land," from Mai, the Psychic Girl Pt 3.

Jan. 19
—Animated Film: "Gall Force: Eternal Story."

Jan. 24
—Yamano Kôichi, "Japanese SF, Its Originality and Orientation," Science Fiction Studies 21 (1994).


—Hanmura Ryo, "Cardboard Box," in The Best Japanese Science Fiction.


—Shirato Sanpei, "Red Medusas," from The Legend of Kamui No. 4.


—Murakami Haruki, "The Dancing Dwarf," in The Elephant Vanishes.

Jan. 26
—Frederic Jameson, "Nostalgia for the Present," in Postmodernism. 


—Rumiko Takahashi, "Firetripper," in Rumic World.


—Komatsu Sakyo, "Take Your Own Choice," in The Best Japanese Science Fiction. 

Markets, Authors, and Symbolic Economies
Jan. 31
—Roy Larke, "The Consumer Environment in Japan," from Japanese Retailing.


—Jean-Joseph Goux, "General Economics and Postmodern Capitalism," Yale French Studies 78.
Feb. 2
—Anne Allison, "Male Rituals and Masculinity," from Nightwork..


—Ishinomori Shotaro, "Trade Friction," from Japan, Inc.

Feb. 7
—Shiroyama Saburô, "Made in Japan," & "In Los Angeles," & "Kinjô the Corporate Bouncer," in Made in Japan.

Feb. 9
—Honda Katsuichi, "Why Do Novelists Become Corrupt?" in The Impoverished Spirit in Contemporary Japan.


—Karl Taro Greenfeld, "Prizefighting in Japan," The Nation, 20 May 1991.


—Sally Taylor and Paul S. Adams, "Publishing in Japan," Publishers Weekly, 3 June 1988. 


—Gilles Deleuze, "Mediators," in Incorporations.

Japan in the World
Feb. 14
—David Pollack, "The Revenge of the Illegal Aliens," positions 1: 3 (Winter 1993).


—Honda Katsuichi, "Against Amnesia and Complacency: Japanese War Responsibility" [excerpts].

Feb. 16
Midterm

Feb. 28
—Isaish Ben-Dasan, "The Cost of Security" & "Persecution in the Offing," from The Japanese and the Jews.


—Shimada Masahiko, "A Callow Fellow of Jewish Descent," in New Japanese Voices.

Mar. 2
—Norma Field, "Beyond Envy, Boredom, and Suffering," positions 1:3 (Winter 1993).


—Yang Ji Lee, "Yu-hee," in New Japanese Voices.

Mar. 7
—Morisaki Kazue, "Two Languages, Two Souls," in Concerned Theater Japan 2:3/4 (1993).


—Changsoo Lee and George De Vos, "On Both Sides of Japanese Justice," from Koreans in Japan.

War Guilt and War Games

Mar. 9
—J. Victor Koschmann, "The Japan Communist Party and the Debate over Literary Strategy under the Allied Occupation," in Legacies and Ambiguities.


—Nosaka Akiyuki, "American Hijiki," in Contemporary Japanese Literature.

Mar. 14
—Oshiro Tatsuhiro, "The Cocktail Party," in Okinawa: Two Postwar Novellas. 


—Matsumoto Reiji, "Ghost Warrior," in Manga, Manga.

Mar. 16
—Maurice Blanchot, Writing the Diaster, excerpts.


—Nakazawa Keiji, "Barefoot Gen," in Manga, Manga.


—Hara Tamiki, "Summer Flower" & "The Land of Heart's Desire," in Fire and Ashes.


—Hayashi Kyôko, "The Empty Can," in Fire and Ashes.

Mar. 21
—John Treat, "Atomic Bomb Literature and the Documentary Fallacy," JAS 14:1 (Winter 1988).


—Ibuse Masuji, "The Crazy Iris," in Fire and Ashes.

Mar. 23
—Paul Rodgers, "The Myth of a Clean War," in Incorporations.


—Paul Virilio, "Aliens,"  in Incorporations.


—Koike Kazuo and Ikegami Ryoichi, Abducation in Chinatown.

Surveillance, Censorship, and Pornography
Mar. 28
—Tzvetan Todorov, "Detective Fiction," in Poetics of Prose.


—Matsumoto Seichô, "The Serial" (in The Voice and Other Stories) & "Wait a Year and a Half" (in The Mother of Dreams).

Mar. 30
—Tanizaki Junichiro, "The Tattooer," in Seven Japanese Tales.


—Takekawa Sei, "On a Moonless Night," in New Japanese Voices.


—Rumiko Takahashi, "The Laughing Target," in Rumic World.

Apr. 4
—Frederick L. Schodt, "Regulation vs. Fantasy," from Manga, Manga.


—Sandra Buckley, "Penguin in Bondage," in Technoculture.


—Roberta Smith, "A Parallel Art World, Vast and Unruly," New York Times, 20 November 1994.

Apr. 6
—Yamada Eimi, "X-Rated Blanquet," in New Japanese Voices.


—Murakami Haruki, "Family Affair," in The Elephant Vanishes.


—Patricia S. Mann, "Glancing at Pornography: Recognizing Men," in Micropolitics.

Apr. 11
—Nishiyama Chieko, "Depictions of Sexuality in Japanese Girls' Comic Books."


—Ikeda Riyoko, "The Rose of Versailles," in Manga, Manga.


—Constance Penley, "Brownian Motion: Women, Tactics, and Technology," in Technoculture.


