East Asian Studies 117-462A — Japanese in Asia


JAPAN IN ASIA

Fall 1998; Tuesday/Thursday 10:00-11:30; PETH 60

Instructor:

Thomas LAMARRE


Office: 3434 McTavish #405



Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday, 11:30-1:00.

Objectives: 

The objective is to introduce the history of Japan's interactions with other East-Asian countries, and to explore the relationship between Japan's imperial history and cultural production (films, novels, manga and so forth). To this end, the course will present a number of different theoretical approaches: mass culture anthropology, ideology critique, postmodernism, feminism, postcolonial theory, subaltern theoy, and others.  The central question will be that of how to mediate between (a) the politico-economic history of colonialism, military and economic expansion, and (b) literary and cinematic representations, mostly of China but also of Korea, Taiwan, Indonesia and others.

Methodology:

The course will be conducted as a seminar.  Students are expected to prepare the indicated readings before class, and in class we will discuss them.  

Readings: 


The reader for this course is available at Copie 2000.

Evaluation:



25%
Midterm Paper: Due October 6.


15%
Project: Due: November 19.


20% 
Participation


40%
Final Paper: December 7

READING SCHEDULE

Sept. 1
Introduction

Postmodernism, Mass Culture, Globalization.

Sept. 3
—Richard Appignanesi and Chris Garrett, Postmodernism for Beginners (Icon Books, 1995), 3-55, 82-87.

Sept. 8
—Richard Appignanesi and Chris Garrett, Postmodernism for Beginners (Icon Books, 1995), 102-173.


—Marilyn Ivy, "Formations of Mass Culture," in Postwar Japan as History, ed. Andrew Gordon (University of California Press, 1993), 239-58.

Sept. 10
—Hiroi Oji and Ryoichi Ikegami, Samurai Crusader: Sunrise over Shanghai (San Francisco: Viz Communications, 1997).
Sept. 15
—Tawara Machi, "Summertime Ship," from SaladDays, trans. Juliet Winters Carpenter (Kodansha, 1989).


—Brian Currid, “’Finally, I Reach to Africa: Ryuichi Sakamoto and Sounding Japan(ese),” in Contemporary Japan and Popular Culture, ed. John Whittier Treat (University of Hawaii Press, 1996).  

Sept. 17
—Nina Cornetyz, “Power and Gender in the Narratives of Yamada Eimi,” in The Woman’s Hand: Gender and Theory in Japanese Women’s Writing (Stanford University Press, 1996).


—Karen Kelsky, “Flirting with the Foreign: Interracial Sex in Japan’s ‘International’ Age,” in Global/Local: Cultural Production and the Transnational Imaginary (Duke University Press, 1996).

Sept. 22
—William W. Kelly, “Finding a Place in Metropolitan Japan: Ideologies, Institutions, and Everyday Life,”  in Postwar Japan as History, ed. Andrew Gordon (University of California Press, 1993), 189-216.


—Andrea Vasishth, "A model minority: the Chinese community in Japan," in Japan's Minorities: The Illusion of Homogenity, ed. Michael Weiner (Routledge, 1997), 108-139.


—Murakami Haruki, "A Slow Boat to China," trans. Alfred Birnbaum, in The Elephant Vanishes (Knopf, 1993), 217-239.

Sept. 24
—Leo Ching, "Imaginings in the Empires of the Sun: Japanese Mass Culture in Asia," in Asia/Pacific as Space of Cultural Production, ed. Rob Wilson and Arif Dirlik (Duke University Press, 1995), 262-283.  


—Saya S. Shiraishi, “Japan’s Soft Power: Doraemon Goes Overseas.”


—Takeshi Maekawa, “Kung Fu Boy Chinmi,” from Ironfist 1: Kung Fu Boy (Dell Books, 1984).

Sept. 29
Film: Silk Road
Oct. 1
— Mark Borthwick, "Pacific Century: The Regional Perspective," from The Pacific Century (Westview Press, 1992), 507-545.


—Christopher L. Connery, "Pacific Rim Discourse: The U.S. Global Imaginary in the Late Cold War Years," in Asia/Pacific as Space of Cultural Production, ed. Rob Wilson and Arif Dirlik (Duke University Press, 1995), 30-56.

Oct. 6
—Film: The Rail of the Star

Midterm Paper due. 

Meiji Japan: The Formation of Japan's Orient

Oct. 8
—Stefan Tanaka, "Introduction: The Discovery of History" and "From Kangaku to Tôyôshi: The Search for History," Japan's Orient: Rendering Pasts into History (University of California Press, 1993), 1-28, 31-67.

Oct. 13
—Okakura Kakuzo, Ideals of the East (E. P. Dutton, 1904; Charles E. Tuttle, 1970).

Oct. 15
—Mark Borthwick, "Regional Dynamics: The New Japan and its Asian Neighbors," from The Pacific Century (Westview Press, 1992), 140-154.


—David Spurr, “Surveillance,” “Aestheticization,” “Negation,” “Insubstantialization,” and “Eroticization,” from The Rhetoric of Empire: Colonial Discourse in Journalism, Travel Writing, and Imperial Administration (Duke University Press, 13-27, 43-60, 92-108, 141-155, and 170-183.

Oct. 20
—Joshua Fogel, "Kangaku Travellers in the Meiji Period: China as Ailing Organism" and "Novelists, Poets, Critics and Artists," from The Literature of Travel in the Japanese Rediscovery of China, 1862-1945 (Stanford University Press, 1996).  


—James Fujii, "Writing out Asia: Modernity, Canon, and Natsume Sôseki’s Kokoro," in Cultural Institutions of the Novel (Duke University Press, 1996).

Oct. 22
TBA

Oct. 27
—Wang Shiqing, “Chapter Two: The Young Patriot,” from Lu Xun: A biography (Foreign Language Press, 1984).


—Paula Harell, “Introduction,” “The Student Encounter with Japan,” “The Formation of Revolutionary Groups,” and “Epilogue,” from Sowing the Seeds of Change: Chinese Students, Japanese Teachers, 1895-1905 (Stanford University Press, 1992).


—Lydia Liu, “Translating National Character: Lu Xun and Arthur Smith,” from Translingual Practices: Literature, National Culture, and Translated Modernity (Stanford University Press, 1995).

Oct. 29
—Frederic Jameson, “Third-World Literature in the Era of Multinational Capitalism,” Social Text 15 (1986), 65-87.


—Aijaz Ahmad, “Jameson’s Rhetoric of Otherness and the ‘National Allegory,” from In Theory: Classes, Nations, Literatures (London and New York: Verso, 1992).

Empire and Culture, Primitivism and Modernism
Nov. 3
—Iriye Akira, “Culture,” from China and Japan in the Global Setting (Harvard University Press, 1992), 39-88.


—Tessa Morris-Suzuki, “The Invention and Reinvention of ‘Japanese Culture,'” the Journal of Asian Studies 54:3 (August 1995), 759-80.

Nov. 5
—Leo Ching, “White Skin, Yellow Masks,” in Trajectories: Inter-Asia Cultural Studies, ed. Kuan-Hsing Chen (Routledge, 1998).


—Tanizaki Jun’ichirô, “Aguri,” in Seven Japanese Tales, trans. Howard Hibbett (

Nov. 10
—Simon Gikandi, ”Belated Englishness: Modernism, Narrative, and Colonialism,” from Maps of Englishness: Writing Identity in the Culture of Colonialism (Columbia University Press, 1996), 156-89.


—Ronald Bush, "The Presence of the Past: Ethnographic Thinking/Literary Politics," in Prehistories of the Future: The Primitivist Project and the Culture of Modernism, ed. Elazar Barkan and Ronald Bush (Stanford University Press, 1995), 23-41.

Nov. 12
—Ken Itoh, “The ‘Orient’ and the ‘West’" and “The West Remade,” from Visions of Desire: Tanizaki’s Fictional Worlds (Stanford University Press, 1991), 31-100.


—Tanizaki Jun’ichirô, “The Mermaid’s Lament.”

Nov. 17
—Tanizaki Jun’ichirô, “Romantic Love and Sexual Desire."


—Marjorie Perloff, "Tolernace and Taboo: Modernist Primitivisms and Postmodern Pieties," 339-354.


—Elazar Barkan, "Victorian Promiscuity: Greek Ethics and Primitive Exemplars," 56-92.

Nov. 19
—Peter Duus, “Japan’s Informal Empire in China, 1895-1937: An Overview,” in The Japanese Informal Empire in China, 1895-1937 (Princeton University Press, 1989), xi-xxix.


—Louise Young, “Colonizing Manchuria: The Making of an Imperial Myth,” in Mirror of Modernity: Invented Traditions of Modern Japan, ed. Stephen Vlastos (University of California Press, 1998), 95-109.


Project due.

Aftermath of Empire

Nov. 24
—Sonia Ryang, “Introduction,” “The Rise of Legitimate Identity,” “The Structure of Co-existence,” and “Conclusion,” from North Koreans in Japan: Language, Ideology and Identity (Westview Press, 1997).

Nov. 26
—True Stories of the Korean Comfort Women, ed. Keith Howard (Cassell, 1995), excerpts.


—Hyunah Yang, “Re-membering the Korean Military Comfort Women: Military, Sexuality, and Silencing,” in Dangerous Women: Gender and Korean Nationalism, ed. Elaine Kim and Chungmoo Choi (Routledge, 1998).

Dec. 1
—Norma Field, "War and Apology: Japan, Asia, the Fifieth, and After," in The Comfort Women: Colonialism, War, and Sex, special issue of Positions 5:1 (Spring 1997), 1-50.


—Chin Sung Chung, "The Origin and Development of the Military Sexual Slavery Problem in Japan," in The Comfort Women: Colonialism, War, and Sex, 219-254.

Dec. 3
—Hyunah Yang, "Revisiting the Issue of Korean 'Military Comfort Women:' The Question of Truth and Positionality," in The Comfort Women: Colonialism, War, and Sex, 51-72.


—Hyun Sook Kim, "History and Memory: The 'Comfort Women' Controversy," in The Comfort Women: Colonialism, War, and Sex, 73-106.


—Naoki Sakai, “Distinguishing Literature and the Work of Translation: Theresa Hak Kyung Cha’s Dictée and Repetition without Return,” from Translation and Subjectivity: On “Japan” and Cultural Nationalism (University of Minneosta Press, 1998).

Dec. 7
Final Paper due.


