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EAST 569


DIFFERENCE AND REPETITION

Fall 2003; Monday 1:30-3:30; 3434 McTavish #402

Instructor: Thomas LAMARRE

Office: 3434 McTavish #201.  Tel: 398-6756.  

Email: thomas.lamarre@mcgill.ca

Office Hours: M 11-1; W 2:30-4:30; T/Th 1:30-3:30.

Objectives:  To introduce the philosophy of Gilles Deleuze’s Difference and Repetition and to explore its implications for thinking about art and history, expression and subject formation.  Because the text is extremely difficult, there will initially be more emphasis in class on learning to read it rather than extrapolating from it.  In the projects and papers, however, all manner of divergence is encouraged.

Methodology: The emphasis will be on close readings of Difference and Repetition.  We will read one chapter every two weeks (with the exception of the first week).  To read this text, some knowledge of Plato, Kant, Hegel, Nietzsche, Spinoza, Freud, Bergson and others is necessary.  And so, in the first class on a chapter from Difference and Repetition, we will focus on the details of that chapter, and for the second class, we will read other selections relevant to that chapter and reconsider it in their light.  In the second class on each chapter, we will also have students make presentations related to their project.

Readings: Please find a copy of Difference and Repetition. Photocopies of additional materials will be available.

Evaluation:

20%

Participation

20%
Project: Each student will select some aspect of Difference and Repetition that they wish to explore in greater detail — for instance, Deleuze’s work on another philosopher or writer (such as Bergson, Nietzsche or Spinoza), or something more thematic (his take on theater or biology), or the implications of his work in other areas.  Naturally, students are encouraged to come up with their own topics.

60%
2 Response Papers, 30% @: Each response paper will be about 5-10 pages and should address some aspect of Deleuze’s Difference and Repetition.  The papers may consist of close readings of a chapter or chapters of the book, or a response to one of the essays on the book, or an exploration of the implications of certain arguments.  Again, there are many ways to respond to Deleuze’s work, and I am open to a range of proposals.  But please discuss your project and paper with me in advance, so I can assist with texts and other materials.  Papers are due on the date listed.

McGill University values academic integrity.  Therefore all students must understand the meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see www.mcgill.ca/integrity for more information).
SCHEDULE
Sept. 8

Introduction

Sept. 15
—Gilles Deleuze, ‘Introduction: Repetition and Difference,’ from Difference and Repetition. 

—Ronald Bogue, ‘The Grand Synthesis: Difference and Repetition and The Logic of Meaning,’ from Deleuze and Guattari.

—Alain Badiou, ‘Which Deleuze?’ from Deleuze: the Clamor of Being.

Sept. 22
— Gilles Deleuze, ‘Chapter 1: Difference in Itself’

—Alain Badiou, ‘Univocity of Being and the Multiplicity of Names’ and ‘Method,’ from Deleuze: the Clamor of Being.

—Daniel W. Smith, ‘The Doctrine of Univocity: Deleuze’s Ontology of Immanence,’ in Deleuze and Religion.

Sept 29
— Gilles Deleuze, ‘Chapter 2: Repetition for Itself,’ from Difference and Repetition.

Oct. 6
—T. Z. Lavine, ‘Part One: Plato,’ from From Socrates to Sartre.

—Paul Patton, ‘Anti-Platonism and Art,’ in Gilles Deleuze and the Theater of Philosophy.


—Claire Colebrook, ‘Transcendental Empiricism’ and ‘Desire, Ideology and Simulacra,’ from Gilles Deleuze.  


—James Brusseau, ‘Part One: Difference,’ from Isolated Experiences.

Oct. 10
Response 1 due
Oct. 13

Thanksgiving Holiday

Oct 20
—Gilles Deleuze, ‘Chapter 3: The Image of Thought,’ from Difference and Repetition.

—Aden Evens, ‘Thought without Image,’ ‘Math Lesson,’ ‘Math Lesson Part II’ and ‘Virtual, Problem, Different/ciation,’ from Practically Impossible: Deleuze and Ethics.

Oct 27

—T. Z. Lavine, ‘Part Four: Hegel,’ from From Socrates to Sartre. 



—Michael Hardt, ‘Introduction: Hegel and the Foundations of Poststructuralism’ and ‘Bergsonian Ontology,’ from Gilles Deleuze: an Apprenticeship in Philosophy. 

Nov. 3

— Gilles Deleuze, ‘Chapter 4: Ideas and the Synthesis of Difference,’ from Difference and Repetition.

Nov. 10
 —Tim Clark, ‘Deleuze and Structuralism: Towards a Geometry of Sufficient Reason,’ in Deleuze and Philosophy.



—Jean-Michel Salanskis, ‘Idea and Destination,’ in Deleuze: A Critical Reader. 



—Michael Hardt, ‘Nietzschean Ethics,’ from Gilles Deleuze: an Apprenticeship in Philosophy.

Nov. 17
— Gilles Deleuze, ‘Chapter 5: Asymmetrical Synthesis of the Sensible,’ from Difference and Repetition.
Nov. 24
—Alain Badiou, ‘The Virtual’ and ‘Time and Truth,’ from Deleuze: the Clamor of Being.

—Constantin Boundas, ‘Deleuze-Bergson: an Ontology of the Virtual,’ in Deleuze: A Critical Reader.

—Constantin Boundas, ‘Deleuze: Serialization and Subject Formation,’ in Gilles Deleuze and the Theater of Philosophy.

Dec. 1

— Gilles Deleuze, ‘Conclusion,’ from Difference and Repetition



Dec. 8

Response 2 due

