Japanese Animation and Animal Thought

Fall 2006; Tuesday 13:00 – 15:30; 3434 McTavish Room 402
Instructor: Thomas LAMARRE

Office: 3434 McTavish #404.  Tel: 398-6756.  

Email: thomas.lamarre@mcgill.ca

Office Hours: W 10:00 – 12:00

Methodology:

As a seminar, this course will consist largely of discussions of the assigned readings, building on the prevalence of non-human animal figures, relations and experiences in Japanese animation.  The class has a series of ambitions: 

(a) to review recent work on the representation of non-human animals in various media and intellectual traditions (centered largely on the West); 

(b) to consider whether different ways of relating to non-animals in Japan (in science, literature, philosophy, religion and art) truly allow us to formulate new ethical and political possibilities; and 

(c) to move beyond an analysis of how non-human animals are represented toward an analysis of how non-human ‘animality’ is materialized and thus experienced or thought.  In this respect, we will consider how media, as a set of material orientations, does not simply represent animals but opens the possibility of animal materiality and animal thought with ethical consequences.

Because of our focus on animation, and because of the constraints of a thirteen-week term and the availability of materials in translation, we will only touch on some related but important problems in passing: (a) animals in other media such as manga, film, art and literature, (b) the problem of the human animal and the non-human animal in Japanese philosophy (especially in Nishida, Nishitani, Watsuji, and Tanabe), and (c) animal advocacy in Japan.  But I can certainly direct interested students toward relevant materials in English, French and Japanese, should they wish to pursue any of these topics.

Texts and Films:

Photocopies of the 2-volume reader will be available.  I will make available the major films and series discussed in class.  A separate screening for the class can be arranged, if students wish it; of course, if it turns out that students are not watching the films, I will arrange mandatory screenings.

Evaluation:



Participation

20%


Papers



Proposal
15%



Draft

25%



Final Paper
40%

The aim is, of course, to produce a high-quality seminar paper of about 25-30 pages.  To this end, I would like each student to begin by making notes or writing a journal about how she encounters non-animals from day to day (from roadkill to soda cans), and how the readings develop or transform her sense of those encounters.  Subsequently, in the proposal (~5 pages), such musing will (I hope) help the student to begin to focus on a topic related to animation and animal thought, selecting a set of materials and an approach.  Because the proposal is due fairly early in the term October 3, I expect paper topics will change somewhat as we discuss subsequent readings.  We can continue to refine proposals and work on paper outlines through the month of October.  The draft of the final paper (15-20 pages) is due November 7, in order to allow plenty of time for students to conduct additional research, to rework and even restructure final papers (due December 11).  Also, as part of their participation, I would like students to make a brief presentation of their research in class (about 10 minutes), simply to receive additional feedback.

McGill University values academic integrity.  Therefore all students must understand the meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see www.mcgill.ca/integrity for more information).
Reading Schedule

Sept 5: Introduction

John Berger, ‘Why Look at Animals?’ in About Looking
Steve Baker, ‘From massacred cats to sacred cows’ and ‘Is it real or is it Disney?’ from Picturing the Beast
Frans de Waal, ‘Prologue,’ from The Ape and the Sushi Master.

Clips: Showa manga eiga
PART ONE: HUMANISM, NATIONALISM, RACISM

Sept 12: Japan and Animal Cultures

Frans de Waal, ‘The Whole Animal’ and ‘Predicting Mt Fuji’ from The Ape and the Sushi Master.

Donna Haraway, ‘The Bio-politics of a Multicultural Field,’ from Primate Visions.

Emiko Ohnuki Tierney, ‘The Monkey as Metaphor for the Japanese,’ from The Monkey as Mirror
Film: Takahata Isao, Heisei tanuki gassen Pom Poko  (Studio Ghibli, 1994)

Sept 19: Animation and Animals

Sergei Eisenstein, Eisenstein on Disney
Jonathan Burt, ‘Visions and Ethics,’ from Animals on Film, 

Akira Lippit, ‘….from Wildlife to Electric Animal,’ in Representing Animals
Temple Grandin, ‘Thinking in Pictures,’ from Thinking in Pictures
Richard Cytowic, The Man Who Tasted Shapes, 3-25

Films: Tôei dôga selections.  

Sept 26: Animals and Myths of the Fall

Martin Heidegger, “The Animal is Poor in World,” in Animal Philosophy 

Matthew Calarco, ‘Heidegger’s Zoontology,’ in Animal Philosophy
Akira Lippit, ‘Afterthoughts on the Animal World: Heidegger to Nietzsche,’ from Electric Animal
George Bataille, ‘Animality,’ in Animal Philosophy
Jill Marsden, ‘Bataille and the Poetic Fallacy of Animality,’ in Animal Philosophy,

Film: Miyazaki Hayao, Mononoke hime (Princess Mononoke, 1997) and Nishikiori Hiroshi, Jûôsei (Planet of the Beast Master, 2006), episode 1.
Oct. 3: Racism

John Dower, War without Mercy, chapters 1, 2, 4, and 9
Steve Baker, ‘Eagles, lions and bulldogs,’ from Picturing the Beast
Étienne Balibar, ‘Racism and Nationalism,’ in Race, Nation, Class
Michel Foucault, ‘Animality and Insanity,’ in Animal Philosophy
Clare Palmer, ‘Madness and Animality in Michel Foucault’s Madness and Civilization, in Animal Philosophy
Film: Seo Mitsuyo, Umi no shinpei Momotaro (Momotaro’s Divine Sea Warriors, 1945)
Oct 3: Proposal Due

Oct. 10: Biopolitics [Location TBA]
Giorgio Agamben, Homo Sacer, 71-111.

Sharon Kinsella, ‘Fantasies of a Female Revolution in Male Cultural Imagination in Japan,’ in Contemporary Japanese Social Movements
Films: Kitakubo Hiroyuki, Blood the Last Vampire (2000) and Okiura Hiroyuki, Jinrô (Jinroh: The Wolf Brigade, 1997)
PART TWO: ELECTRONIC PETS AND AFFECTIVE LABOUR

Oct 17: Animalization

Azuma Hiroki, ‘The Animalization of Otaku,’ Mechademia n. 2
Alexandre Kojève, Introduction to the Reading of Hegel, 159-62
Matt Matsuda, “East of No West,’ in Confluences
Temple Grandin, ‘How Animals Perceive the World,’ from Animals in Translation
Films: DiGiCharat (artbooks), Usagi-chan de cue (OAV), Chobits (episode 1-3)

Oct 24: The Electronic Pet 1: Totem Therapy

Sigmund Freud, ‘The Infantile Recurrence of Totemism,’ from Totem and Taboo
James Serpell, ‘Pets as Panecea’ and ‘Health and Friendship’ from In the Company of Animals
Film: Yuyama Kunihiko, Pokemon Advanced Generation: Myû no hadô no yûsha Rukario (Lucario and the Mystery of Mew, 2005)
Oct 31: The Electronic Pet 2: Baby Face

Sharon Kinsella, ‘Cuties in Japan’ in Women, Media and Consumption in Japan
Michael Hardt, ‘Affective Labor’

Stephen J. Gould, ‘A Biological Homage to Mickey Mouse,’ in The Panda’s Thumb
Timothy Hornyak, Loving the Machine: The Art and Science of Japanese Robots, chapters 1-3

Films:  Kingyo chûihô (Goldfish Warning 1991-92: episodes 1-3), Keroro Gunsô (Sergeant Frog 2004: episodes 1-3)
Nov 7: From Cyborg to Companion: Animal Robots & Sex Workers

Greg Garrad, ‘Animals,’ from Ecocriticism
Donna Haraway, The Companion Species Manifesto
Paul Bloom, ‘Can a Dog Learn a Word?’ Science, 11 June 2004
Erica Fudge on ‘Intelligence and Instinct: Questions of Power,’ from Animal
Aaron Shabelun, ‘Can the Subaltern Bark?’ in JAPANimals
Film: Oshii Mamoru, Innocence (Studio IG, 2004)

Nov. 7: Draft

PART THREE: ETHICS

Nov. 14: The Animal Face

Emmanuel Levinas,  ‘The Name of a Dog, or Natural Rights,’ in Animal Philosophy
Peter Atterton, ‘Ethical Cynicism,’ in Animal Philosophy
Alphonso Lingis, ‘Animal Body, Inhuman Face,’ in Zoontologies
TV series: Kappa no kaikata (How to Breed Kappas, 2004)
Nov. 21: Eating Well

Jacques Derrida, ‘Eating Well,’ in Points
Jacques Derrida, ‘The Animal that therefore I Am,’ in Animal Philosophy
David Wood, ‘Thinking with Cats,’ in Animal Philosophy
TV series: Anno Hideaki, Fushigi no umi no Nadia (Nadia, The Secret of Blue Waters, 1990)
Nov. 28: Animal Powers

Friedrich Nietzsche, ‘O My Animals,’ in Animal Philosophy
Alphonso Lingis, ‘Nietzsche and Animals,’ in Animal Philosophy
Gilles Deleuze, ‘Becoming Animal,’ in Animal Philosophy
James Urpeth, ‘Animal Becomings,’ in Animal Philosophy
David B. Lurie, ‘Orientomology,’ in JAPANimals
TV series: Nagahama Hiroshi, Mushishi (Bug Master, 2005)

Dec 5: Review

Dec 11: Final Paper Due

